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Abstract 

Information management at companies devoted to mechatronic product development is a 
cumbersome task due to the complexity of product definilions and supporting system 
architectures. The technology domains constituting mcehatronics usually have their own 
courses of actions, culture and supporting information systems. thus making the environment 
in mechatronic development heterogeneous. This research work contributes to a framework 
applicable when adopting an integrated approach to information management. The framework 
approaches the area by distinguishing between organisation, process, system and information 
aspects of information management. Special emphasis is put on integration aspects on the 
systcm an information level. 

1 Introduction 
Large companies devoted to mechatronic product development typically have a variety of 
computer systems for administration of the evolving product definition. The arrangement of 
these systems frequently constitutes complex arehitectures that lack in intcgration. In order 10 

achieve effective and efficient collaborative development it is fundamental to develop and 
implement information solutions that support inter-domain communication and that supply 
cngineers with correct data throughout the dcvelopment process, thus calling for tighter 
integration. 
This work makes a theoretical contribution to mechatronic information management by 
delivering inputs to a framework of how information systems shall be deployed and 
developed in organisations devoted to mcchatronic development. The framework is based on 
theories of product development as well as observations in industry and represents an 
analytical approach. The work adopts a holistic approach and distinguishes between t'Our 
diffcrent views related 10 the management of information in mechatronic companies ~ 

organisation, process, information and system ~ as proposed by lSvensson03]. 
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